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All Together in   the Alleghenies 

By Suzanna Logan  |  Photography by Brett Hosterman
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This charmingly rustic Pennsylvania mountain home 
is a celebration of family and friends. 

All Together in   the Alleghenies 

Mixed materials, including board and batten, timber 
trusses, stonework and steel, add architectural 
interest to the exterior. But it’s the terraced patio with 
multiple seating areas that steals the show. “The view 
out the front is just phenomenal,” says owner Randy 
Davis. “We can see for miles.” 
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left The great room 
stretches out under 
an expanse of wood, 
including circular-sawn 
tongue-and-groove pan-
eling stained to contrast 
with the eastern white 
pine timber frame. Tim-
berhaven’s engineered, 
glulam beams ensured 
the timbers could span 
the room with ease. 

right After a fruitless 
search for the right 
stair railing, Randy and 
Robin enlisted the help 
of a craftsman friend. 
“He put it together in 
his spare time in the 
evenings,” says Randy. 
“He even pounded hearts 
into the design.”
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Rarely does a day pass 
that Randy and Robin 
Davis’s timber frame 
home, settled amidst  
75 acres in the pictur-

esque Allegheny Mountains, isn’t filled 
with family and friends, and the couple 
couldn’t be happier about it. From the 
start, their vision for the property was 
to create a welcoming space where 
their whole crew could enjoy each 
other’s company comfortably.

“We had a cabin on the property for 
years, but it was small and crowded 
when everyone got together,” explains 
Randy. To expand their living space, 
they reached out to Timberhaven Log & 
Timber Homes to add a timber-framed 
pavilion to the site. It immediately 
became the family’s favorite place to 
connect. Randy and Robin quickly 
discovered their taste of the timber life 
left them wanting more. 

“We started talking about building 
and agreed the house should have a 
room with the same kind of feel as the 
pavilion, with the high ceilings and big 
stone fireplace,” explains Robin. They 
began making plans for a timber frame 
great room with the remainder being 
built with conventional construction. 
However, it wasn’t long before the 
couple decided to go all in. “We wanted 
the whole house to have the same 
warm and homey feel,” Robin says. 

As the couple made a list of their 
“must-haves,” spacious gathering ar-
eas were priority number one — a nat-
ural choice given the couple has eight 
children, numerous grandchildren and 
a long list of close friends and neigh-
bors. “There are 29 of us in the family 
when we all get together, so we wanted 

In the loft, intricate timber 
elements, stonework, an 
antique chandelier and the 
custom railing showcase the 
level of care put in every detail. 
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big, open rooms — especially the great 
room and kitchen,” Robin shares. 

The open interiors inherent to 
timber frame structures lead them to 
the preliminary design, which they 
sketched out before reaching out 
to Timberhaven. The layout of the 
three-level home included a dining 
room large enough to accommodate 
their 12-foot table and a window-walled 
game room on the main floor, along 
with an expansive primary suite that 

spanned the entire second floor and 
a lower level that could be finished 
down the road. A guest suite above the 
conventionally framed garage featured 
two guest bedrooms, along with a full 
kitchen, living and dining area. “We 
knew exactly what we wanted, so we 
didn’t need to change much after draw-
ing up that first plan,” Robin explains. 

The final design came together 
quickly, thanks to their decisive ap-
proach and the aid of Timberhaven’s 

owner Lynda Tompkins. The Davises 
were won over by the strength and 
uniform appearance of the company’s 
laminated, eastern white pine timbers, 
which they used throughout the struc-
ture. Inside and out, they enhanced the 
home’s rustic character with architec-
tural timber accents, including corbels, 
curved knee braces and steel tie rods. 

Once the frame was delivered, 
Randy put his years of experience in 
residential construction to work. “I had 
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left The kitchen is a feast for the 
eyes, with warm pops of copper 
and natural wood elements 
alongside leathered granite 
countertops and distressed gray 
cabinetry. A collection of pen-
dant and chandelier-style light 
fixtures brighten the space.

HOME DETAILS
SQUARE FOOTAGE 
4,500
BEDROOMS BATHS
2 2 FULL, 1 HALF
TIMBER PROVIDER
TIMBERHAVEN LOG & TIMBER HOMES
timberhavenloghomes.com
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my framers frame the house, and then 
we took it from there,” he says. “I used 
some of my tradespeople, but our son, 
Jonathon, took on most of the finish 
work.” (Their sons-in-law pitched in, 
too, a fitting collaboration for a house 
made for family.) Staining all the inte-
rior timbers and tongue-and-groove, 
putting up the board and batten on the 
exterior and shiplap and stonework on 
the interior were just the start, but Ran-

dy says an easy-does-it-approach made 
the project less daunting. “We were 
living in a cabin on the property, so we 
took our time and didn’t rush through 
it,” he says.

The home’s 18-month construc-
tion timeline allowed the couple 
ample space to indulge their passion 
for antiquing, finding just the right 
finishes and furnishings to complete 
the home. “We especially love things 

from the 1700s into the early 1800s,” 
Randy explains. Robin adds, “Antiques 
fit right into the style of the timber 
frame.” The interiors are now adorned 
top to bottom with period pieces from 
across the Southeast, including crystal 
light fixtures, corner cupboards and a 
variety of stoneware.

With heirlooms at every turn, the 
new home has an old-soul feel, yet 
never feels too precious — a fact owing 

above and right “We took a different approach in our bedroom,” Robin says of the room’s color scheme.  
They washed the timber frame, shiplap and stone walls with a mix of white and gray stain, giving the 
room a decidedly airy, slightly feminine feel. A gas-burning fireplace, crystal chandelier and a dedicated 
whirlpool room contribute a spa-like ambiance. 
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to the couple’s casual, welcoming 
approach. “We really live in our home,” 
Robin says. Family dinners and game 
nights with the neighbors are now part 
of the usual routine. The couple also 
hosts a marriage group from their local 
church, and Robin regularly gathers in 
the lower level with around 20 women 
to create care packages for women and 
children in need through the non-profit 
Fierce Love 4 Good.

The family and their guests enjoy 
plenty of time together outdoors, 
too. When they’re not exploring the 
walking paths and four-wheeler trails 
across the property, they often gather 
on the terraced, hardscaped patios. 
These outdoor living areas are strate-
gically placed at the front entrance, 
showcasing stunning views that stretch 
across the valley to the mountains. 
“We have a fire pit out on one end, and 

enough room for our sons-in-law to 
play cornhole,” says Randy. Of course, 
as often as not, you can find everyone 
gathered in the timber frame pavilion 
that started it all. 

No matter where they congregate, 
Robin and Randy agree that it’s the 
“who,” not the “where,” that matters 
most to them. “We are very blessed to 
all be together,” shares Randy, “It’s 
beyond what we deserve.”



1  Just off the upstairs sitting area, the primary suite features a dedicated room for a whirlpool tub. An operable window 
offers views across the valley and invites in a nice breeze. “It’s especially nice to open it up when it’s snowing,” says Randy. 
“We call the room ‘Robin’s Retreat.’”  2  The home’s centrally located game room draws family and friends together for 
game night, especially during the long winter months. “With the pair of tables, we can have two card games going at 
once,” says Randy. The open room also affords plenty of space for the couple to display their collection of antiques.    
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3  A porch off the side of 
the home provides an 
additional area to gather, 
while offering views of a 
water garden with more 
than a dozen waterfalls 
and a whimsical family of 
carved wooden bears. 
 4  “We designed two 
bump-outs at the front of 
the house, one for the 
game room and the other 
to make space for the 
dining room,” says Randy. 
“It helps the flow of traffic 
through the house and 
allows us to go right out to 
the deck,” he says. The 
spacious room also 
comfortably houses the 
couple’s 12-foot dining 
table — a must for hosting 
large family dinners.


